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YOUTH POLICY CONSULTATION MEETING

BOSSASO ( 29 -30/11/2007

Introduction

UNICEF somalia trained 18 task forces from 6 regions of Puntland in an effort to engage young people in youth policy development in Puntlnad. Along that it has also trained representatives from the line ministries of Ministry of Education ( MoE), Ministry of labor, youth and Sports ( MOLLYS) and the Ministry of Women Development and Family affairs ( Mowdafa). 

These regional task foces had gone to their respective regions to carry out the following activities with support of UNICEF technical and financial assistance: 

1. Promotion of policy development

2. mapping of youth services ( who is doing what in the region)

3. youth profiling and interviewing

As result, this meeting was initiated in order to have preliminary discussion with regional task forces to see areas of progress and to support them in compilation of their report as they are getting closer to the information collection. 

Openings

The meeting started with opening and remarks made by Kamal Nidam explaining the objectives of the meeting and welcomed all the participants to the meeting. Then he welcomed Peter the UNICEF consultant to the floor to take the sessions. A brief introduction was made by the participants, their names and institutions they represent. 

After the introduction, the participants   

Task forces presentations: 

After the opening and introduction, task forces and all participants were divided into groups as per their regions and asked to answer the following area; 

· progress they made in the areas of promotion, mapping and consultations

· three things they learnt during the policy development process

· challenges they faced during this exercise

They were given time to discuss in groups and refer to what they have collected during the policy data collection. Bellow are consolidation of their presentations in terms of areas asked

· progress they made in the promotion were as a result of undertaking the following exercises 

· Introduction of policy to the stakeholders in each region, such as government institutions, civil society, private sectors and young people. 

· Engagement of media houses such as radio, TVs  by airing the events concerning the policy

· Inviting prominent figures to lead the talk shows and policy advocacy, such figures include, government ministers and other high ranked officials, community leaders, sheikhs, business persons, respected members of the community, youth leaders

· Participating sports events and other community meetings and introducing the idea of policy development to the people. 

· Three things they learnt during the exercise were 

· Young people are supportive when they are consulted and informed

· They learnt some thing they did not know before

· Youth are not care when we talk of social development

· Young people are not allowed to participate in decision making 

· Young people are interested to see the policy developed and interested 

· It is a new idea to the youth to talk about youth policy development

· Young people are always used as tools but not consulted

· Unemployment amongst the youth is very high

· Most of young people are not going to school

· Health conditions of young people are not up to expected

· Challenges they faced during the data collection

· Sool fighting that hindered the implementation of Sool region and its neighborhood

· Some question of the toolkit were not clear to the task forces hence receiving quite range of answers

· Some respondents were not open to talk about their ambitions and aspirations

· During the mapping, most of the organist ions were not allowing to disclose their budget of how much they spend on the young people projects

· People are fed up filling questionnaires by NGO in surveys, therefore, were not happy to be interviewed

Consultation: 

In the next day the consultations were about getting solutions of some technical challenges the faced in data collections, such as reviewing questionnaires, how to hold focus group discussions and report writing.  

· Reviewing the questionnaires

The participants reviewed the questionnaires in the resource toolkit to discuss points that need reviewing, they have modified the questions like ‘why do like living in Puntland’ for more see the annex 1 toolkit. 

· Conducting focus group discussion

The consultant have gone so deeply explaining how to conduct focus group discussions, to build the capacity of task forces to be able to have enough opinions within a short time of periods.

Facilitators explained steps of conducting the discussion such as explaining the topic to the audience then making question and answers. Using the questionnaires to probe more questions and provoke the discussions of young people. Then brainstorming them to identify the young peoples concerns, and ask more to find out their definition of specific problem.

Another important one that the facilitator explained more was the prioritization where he explained different techniques of doing like pair wise ranking and doting and other funny ways of fixing cards.

New schedule: 

After two day reviewing and discovering some of the activities need more time to be completed the meeting agreed to have new schedule for both final report of task forces and the whole policy in general. Below is the time set for the policy activities

· Feb, 10, Review with task forces to see their reporting progress

· Feb, 28, submission of final report by task forces

· May, 30, First draft of the policy

· June, 15, Puntland state conference

· August, 22 final document

· Sept/Oct, Approval of the document from the government

· Sept/ Dec; development of implementation action plan

List of participants

	#
	Name
	Location

	1
	Abdulkadir Abdulahi Mohamud
	Gardo

	2
	Sicid Mohamed Barre
	Gardo

	3
	Amran Mohamed Mohamoud
	Gardo

	4
	Mohamed Sacid Farah
	Gardo

	5
	Ikram Mohamed Ahmed
	Las'ano

	6
	Ahmed Rooble Ciise
	Las'ano

	7
	Adan Abdi Ali
	Las'ano

	8
	Adur Aden Adur
	Garowe

	9
	Barni Isse Ahmed 
	Garowe

	10
	Sahro Abdulahi Mohamed 
	Garowe

	11
	Fartun Ali Ismail
	Garowe

	12
	Ikram Ibrahim Hassan
	Garowe

	13
	Mohamed Abdulahi Hassan
	Garowe

	14
	Mohamud Ahmed Mohamed
	Garowe

	15
	Abdifatah Mohamed Arte
	Garowe

	16
	Faiza Abdulahi Ali
	Garowe

	17
	Ahmed Abdulahi Dahir
	Galkaio

	18
	Mohamed Mohamoud Hussein
	Galkaio

	19
	Hodan Dahir Hasasn
	Galkaio

	20
	Mohamed Abdulsamad Abshir
	Galkaio

	21
	Mohamed Hassan Aar
	Badhan

	22
	Sicid Jama Ismail
	Badhan

	23
	Mohamed Abdi Max'ed 
	Badhan

	24
	Karshe Ahmed 
	Badhan

	26
	Abdulahi Mahdi Hassan ( Sayidka)
	Bosaso

	27
	Abdihakim Amin Odowa
	Bosaso

	28
	Asho Mohamoud Abdule
	Bosaso

	29
	Mohamoud Maxamed warsame
	Bosaso

	30
	Sadik ahmed bihi
	Bosaso

	31
	Mohamoud said yahye
	Bosaso

	32
	Hussein Jabiri
	Bosaso

	33
	Ali Dahir Ahmed 
	Bosaso
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